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SCRIPTURE LESSON.
a«Lay up fhy treasures according to the commandments
of the Most High, and it shall bring thee more profit
than gold. '

" Shut up alms in thy store-houses, and it shall dehve1
.thee from affliction.

Ts shall fight for thee against thine enemies better than
a mighty shield and strong spear.

Forget not the friendship of thy surety, for he hath
given his living for thee.

A sinner will overthrow the good estate of his surety ;
And be that is of an unthankful mind will leave him
in danger that delivered him.

Suretlshlp hath un&one many -of good estate, and shaken
them as a wave of the sea. Mighty men hath it driv-
en from their houses, so that they wanderecl among
strange nations.

Help thy nelghbour au:ordmcr to thy power, but beware
that thou thyself fall not into the same need.

Better is the life of a poer man in a mean cottage, than
delicate fire in the house that is another’s.

Be it little or much,hold thee contented, so that thou .

hear not reproach.
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DUTIES
OF HARD TIMES.
. i ) ' I CHRONICLES xii. 3.

Men that had understanding of the times, to know what
- Israel ought to do.

Tue times were disturbed and wild that
are alluded to here ; not dark merely, but
tempestuous ; not hard, but iron. They were

, times of anarchy and of war ; and not of those
. transient depressions and anxietieg, and simple
changes of fortune, which we are accustomed
to call public distress. “Israel had no financial
system to be deranged, no trade tobe par-
alysed, no wealth to be put at hazard or lost.
It remained faithful as yet, in its weakness and
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  poverty, to those regulations of Moses its great for the system of the plain Hebrews was too s ‘
  lawgiver, which discountenanced all the uses of R pg, simple to admit of being easily discomposed. .  
  money, that make so important a iigure in mod- _ But the tribes had been put to the worse before
  ern civilization. lt had never even thought of the enemy they had often repelled ; and Saul, i
  foreign enterprise. No sail of its weaving had ,5 the first monarch they had ever elected, had
  been spread upon any of the waters of the   fallen in the lost battle; and Jonathan, the no- g
  neighbouring seas. And while it was wholly r ble son who should have succeeded him, " the
  without commerce abroad, its dealings within   beauty of Israel,” was " slain in his high pla-
  ` its own borders were equalized by the return of Q ces ;" and there was every where dismay. At I
; the year of jubilee ; when, at every half centu-   V this crisis arose David,—the child of a rustic, I
g ry, all debts were cancelled, the bond-servant L.   b and the son-in-law of a king,—-he who had
  was freed, and the landed property that had  L tended the sheep and smitten the giant. His
 1 been alienated was restored to its former pos-  i-  character was composed as strangely as his for- I
 fg sessors. It was altogether an agricultural and  é? y J tunes. He was a harper and a chieftain, .
T a manufacturing people; and even that, only I  though but a youth ;—an active warrior, and ‘
I within the narrow limits, Whioh its small te1‘ri—  *_  ` yet the author of psalms, that modern invention
  tory, its ignorance of ships, and its non-inter- ·   can do little better than translate and para-
if course with strangers, prescribed. s t   i phrase. He arose, as the leading star ; and the
 I I At the period, of which WB M6 HOW Speaking, (   I question was whether the people would follow
3  Ji., the trouble that arose was not from any failure Y   {  Q   him. The chapter, from which the text is ta-  
  of the regular harvest ;—-for then they who i   . ken, records the muster-roll of his forces ;—and  
, gathered it must have done with less, and there V   p among those were " expert in war,” and " bare
 Q would have been the end. Neither did it pro-   t shield and spear," we find those also,.who " had
 i. ceed from any interference with domestic in- g understanding of the times, to know what Israel ·
 ri ` p dustry, Whether from one or another quarter ;   ought to do.” They were men of discernment  
7 . · , ·r— _ — * A `°




